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Each year, Thursday’s Child has the privilege of
bringing hope, joy, and comfort to children and
young adults facing serious illness. These wishes
are more than just special moments—they’re
reminders of the strength of families, the power of
community, and the difference kindness can
make in the lives of those who need it most. Here
are some of the wishes made possible this year
through your generosity.

16-year-old Kalli and six family members, plus an
aunt and a grandma who paid their own way,
took an adventure to Disney World Sept. 25-Oct. 1.
We received many emailed notes of appreciation
and excitement as they explored Magic Kingdom
and everything Harry Potter!

16-year-old Alex and his family spent 4 days in
Wisconsin Dells this July. Alex’s mom sent the
following email of appreciation:

“This trip helped my son to feel loved by his
family, relaxed, live in the moment like a normal
kid for the first time in his whole life and create so
many wonderful memories. He has never been
able to experience a trip like this in his 16 years of
life which made it even more special. We thank
everyone for their generosity, kindness and
compassion. Your support means the world to us.
With heartfelt thanks from all of us.” - Alex’s mom

Gracie, an adorable one-year-old, was gifted an
inflatable hot tub. She suffered from Sandhoff
disease, causing her little limbs to be tight. The
water therapy brought her comfort in her very
short life (April 29, 2024 - July 19, 2025). Her family
sent videos of Gracie enjoying the soothing warm
water while being held in her mother’s arms.

3-year-old Savannah, whose family was in need
of money to pay for gas and food during some
long trips to Madison for her treatments, was sent
$500 worth of gas and grocery gift cards.

As you can see, Thursday’s Child is more than just
“another program” — it’s a community of
compassion that reaches across SW Wisconsin to
lift spirits, ease burdens, and bring moments of
joy to families facing unimaginable challenges.
Each wish is a reminder that even the SMALLEST
acts of kindness can bring light to the darkest of
days, and I am incredibly proud to be part of this
organization.

The Power of a WishThe Power of a Wish

This year, summer in Wisconsin included a
boating adventure on Lake Mendota for some of
our families. Ron and Sandy Cowan, owners of
The Capitol Boat Club, donated three-hour boat
rides to families referred to them by American
Family Children’s Hospital social workers.

With 23 miles of shoreline, there were plenty of
stops along the way—the favorite being The Daily
Scoop Ice Cream Shop at the University of
Wisconsin Memorial Union, where families used
gift cards from Thursday’s Child. Families were
treated to lunch on the boat and received
souvenirs, compliments of Ron and Sandy.

It was their goal to provide medically fragile
children a respite from the challenges of illness.
In Sandy’s words, “As a mother and a nurse, I
know that play is important for a child. Being out
on the boat in the water gave children a chance
to be curious, explore, and have fun just being a
kid with their family.”

We were deeply grateful to Sandy and Ron for
their generosity. They gave families a memory of
a beautiful day on the lake—one that will be
cherished forever.
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For 41 years now Thursday’s Child
has worked with the social workers
at American Family Children’s
Hospital in Madison and Santa to
make the holidays a little more
special for children who can use
an extra helping of Christmas
cheer. Thursday’s Child provides
$75 Target gift cards for each
child in the family, through age 18,
with a maximum of four cards per
family. This year we have over 100
young patients and their siblings
on our list.

Thank you, Santa..
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The Santa Cause 5K was held for
the sixth year in Platteville, WI on
December 7, 2024. Included with
their $500 check was this note:

"Your organization was chosen
again to receive a donation.  We
are happy to support an
organization that provides wishes
for children who face difficult
illnesses."

-Melissa and Jenni Martinez, Santa
Cause 5K organizers

The Santa Cause

Soggy Bottom BBQ, LLC, presented
Thursday's Child with a generous
check for $1500 on August 28. 

Thank you for choosing to support
our organization!

Local Support

Timberwolves Walk
to Raise Money

On May 15, River Ridge (Patch
Grove, WI) students grades 5-8
spent a beautiful morning walking
to raise money for Thursday’s Child.
There was lots of laughter and
chatter and conversation among a
bunch of happy and caring kids as
they cheerfully walked and walked
and walked to meet their goal. At
the end of the walk their teacher,
Sue Kuenster, and the students
presented Thursday’s Child with a
very generous check for $1,000.

Pictured left to right: Yoder's Elly Yoose, TC's
Angele Walsh, Soggy Bottom's Nate Niehaus,

TC's Noel Ferguson and Sandy Meier.

Santa Project

We receive many heartfelt thank
you notes from parents who tell us
how much the Target gift cards
help them provide gifts for their
children at Christmas time.

Here is one that warmed our
hearts this year.

“Thank you so much for thinking of
us.  Literally brought tears to my
eyes.  I am really struggling
financially at the moment.  Hit with
all big bills at one time , the bills
that don't come every month, all
came at once.  Right at the same
time, the furnace died.  Now my
washer just broke.  But this put a
smile on my face and helped me
forget about all that for a minute.  
THANK YOU and MERRY
CHRISTMAS.”

If you would like to opt out of receiving our newsletter, please send an email to angelewalsh@gmail.com.

During this special time of year, we are reminded that every act of
kindness creates a ripple of hope. The wishes granted by Thursday’s
Child in 2025 have brought joy to many families, and we share them
here as a reflection of the true spirit of Christmas. From all of us to
you—may your holiday be filled with peace, love, and gratitude.

KIDS HELPING KIDS
is a meaningful
and important gift.
Our Mt. Hope
Cardinals 4-H
Club are loyal
supporters who
want to make the
Best Better for 

Kids Helping Kids

children who don’t have good
health, who struggle to just be a
normal kid. 

They send their love and
encouragement along with this
year’s $250 contribution. 



OUR MISSION
Thursday's Child makes wishes
come true for seriously ill children
and young adults living within
and/or treated within Southwest
and South Central WI. 

Contributions are tax deductible
and can be sent to: 

Thursday's Child, Inc 
PO Box 95, Mt. Hope, WI 53816 

www.thursdayschildwisconsin.org 

Jen Lease
Barneveld, WI

Gerald Lytle
Alexandria, VA

Hazel Meoska
Bloomington, WI

Audrey Mae Owen
Mazomanie, WI

Catelyn Anna Owen
New Glarus, WI

Richard Payne
Washington, D.C./ Maryland

Nicolas Seta Ratsimihah
Madison, WI

Lance Rettenmund
Mazomanie, WI

Gerald Ring
Madison, WI

Jen Lease
Barneveld, WI

Gerald Lytle
Alexandria, VA

Hazel Meoska
Bloomington, WI

Audrey Mae Owen
Mazomanie, WI

Catelyn Anna Owen
New Glarus, WI

Richard Payne
Washington, D.C./ Maryland

Nicolas Seta Ratsimihah
Madison, WI

Lance Rettenmund
Mazomanie, WI

Gerald Ring
Madison, WI

Their love lives on in every wish granted.Their love lives on in every wish granted.

GIFTS IN THEIR MEMORYGIFTS IN THEIR MEMORY

Becket James Baertschi
Monroe, WI

Leslie Barfield
Washington, D.C.

Teresa Daniels
Florida

Dorothy Ferguson
Mount Hope, WI

Alex Michael Gofus
Bagley, WI

Ronald Hunter
Dodgeville, WI

Kelly Meier
Potosi, WI

Jane Lane
Cassville, WI / Wilmette, IL

Becket James Baertschi
Monroe, WI

Leslie Barfield
Washington, D.C.

Teresa Daniels
Florida

Dorothy Ferguson
Mount Hope, WI

Alex Michael Gofus
Bagley, WI

Ronald Hunter
Dodgeville, WI

Kelly Meier
Potosi, WI

Jane Lane
Cassville, WI / Wilmette, IL

Each name below represents a story of love, remembrance, and giving.  We are humbled by
the families and friends who chose to honor their loved ones through gifts that make

wishes come true for others.
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Hospital Meals
Since 2003, Thursday's Child has
funded six evening meals per year
for parents of seriously ill children
who are patients at American
Family Children's Hospital in
Madison. 

Each meal serves 50-60 people. A
meal at the end of a stressful and
exhausting day is appreciated by
parents who want and need to
stay close to their child's bedside.
Thursday's Child's annual
contribution is $3,000.


